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The 2011 Annual Report of the 
National Trauma Data Bank® 
(NTDB) is an updated analysis of 
the largest aggregation of U.S. and 
Canadian trauma registry data ever 
assembled. In total, the NTDB 
now contains more than 5 million 
records. The 2011 Annual Report 
is based on 722,824 records—
submitted by 697 facilities—from 
the single admission year of 2010. 
These facilities include 219 Level 
I trauma centers, 239 Level II 
trauma centers, and 192 Level III 
or IV trauma centers.

For the third year, the report 
features an expanded section on 
facility information. This section 
includes the usual information on 

hospital characteristics, such as 
bed size and trauma level, as well 
as registry inclusion criteria for 
participating hospitals. A few of 
the inclusion criteria that are high-
lighted include minimum length 
of stay, hip fractures, and death on 
arrival. This information allows 
the reader to consider differences 
in case mix across hospitals while 
reading the report.

The mission of the American 
College of Surgeons (ACS) Com-
mittee on Trauma (COT) is to de-
velop and implement meaningful 
programs for trauma care. In keep-
ing with this mission, the NTDB is 
committed to being the principal 
national repository for trauma 

center registry data. The purpose of 
this report is to inform the medical 
community, the public, and deci-
sion makers about a wide variety of 
issues that characterize the current 
state of care for injured persons in 
our country. It has implications 
in many areas, including epide-
miology, injury control, research, 
education, acute care, and resource 
allocation. 

Each year the requirements for 
data submission quality have in-
creased. This data quality improve-
ment effort started in earnest with 
the introduction of the National 
Trauma Data Standard back in 
2007—the thought being that it 
was better to have fewer records of 
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